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SEASON’S GREETINGS 
FROM THE DIRECTOR 


Perhaps of all the times of the year 
it is this holiday season that interests me 
the most. The universal spirit of good- 
will, the happy faces of children, the ever- 
present Christmas carols conveying the 
message of brotherhood, the giving of 
gifts, and the greetings of health and hap- 
piness all stir the emotions to hopes for a 
better world. Each of us at Special Sur- 
gery live in such an atmosphere 365 days 
a year—for here we see the spirit of giv- 
ing not only at yule time, but throughout 
the year. The T.L.C. given by our staff to 


eireimita P...2....... meaty Charice’ C..03..5..:. : 
a Marilyn M............ ee ens  Cosess.:.:... ; 
an Anthony H............ , the list is endless, 


for Our patients, whoever they may be, 
are accepted as persons in need of 
help of one kind or another. And each of 
us in his or her own way is responsible 
for helping them to return to health or a 
hope for easier days ahead. Wouldn’t it 
be marvelous if this ésprit de corps made 
its presence felt within not only our im- 
mediate community, but throughout the 
entire world? We, at Special Surgery, I 
know, will continue to assist our fellow 
man in all that is good and right. Hope- 
fully our deeds may influence others. 
Only by conscious effort, however, will 
these dreams be realized. Promising days 
do indeed lie before us. Let us renew our 
dedication to man’s highest teachings. In 
addition, permit me to take this fitting 
moment to applaud and thank each of 
you for your unfaltering service in aiding 
our sick in the past year. To all of you 
and to all your families go my wishes for 
a happy and healthy holiday season and 
joyous 1966. 


HAPPY NEW YEARS 


INS a NOE IE pp ab a RN a 


Front Row—M. Wendorf, S. Weiss, F. Santaniello, S. Christopher, M. Embarrato, 
A. Lee, N. Nichols, S. Shiffrin 
Second Row—A. Autenrieth, A. Longo, D. Noeth, P. Patton, K. Kirwan, J. Burghoff, 
Y. Cave, E. Helenius, N. Garnett, B. Finkelstein, J. Fleisig 
Third Row—M. Kassan, Miss D. Viskovich, Director of Nursing Education, 
M. Flynn, S. Moore 


CLASS XXVII GRADUATES 


Graduation exercises of Class 27 
School of Practical Nursing were held in 
the Lecture Hall, the evening of Novem- 
ber 16th. Twenty-two students received 
their diplomas and pins, which were pre- 
sented by Mrs. John Holbrook (Chair- 
man of the Nursing Committee) and Miss 
Dorothy Viskovich, Director of Educa- 
tion. A very fine speech was delivered by 
the guest speaker, Dr. Alonzo S. Yerby, 
Commissioner of the Department of Hos- 
pitals. Mrs. William Cooper (wife of Dr. 
Cooper) presented the awards. Mrs. 
Marie Flynn received first prize, the pair 
of gold scissors for excellence in nursing 
ability. Marie also won second prize, a 
$25.00 bond, for academic ability. Miss 
Kathleen Kirwan won third prize, a 
$25.00 bond, for outstanding interest and 
ability in practice of nursing. Miss Norma 
Garnett received honorable mention for 
high academic achievement. The Rev. 
Clarence Thiele, Hospital Chaplain, gave 
the Invocation and pronounced the Bless- 
ing. Mr. Young made a welcoming ad- 
dress to the graduates, after which coffee 
and punch were served by the Dietary 
Dept., under the careful supervision of 
Mrs. Goldstone. 


33 new students, Class 30, entered the 
School of Practical Nursing on Nov. 29th. 


Mr. Young, Mrs. Cooper, Rev. Thiele, 
Mrs. Holbrook, Commissioner Yerby, 
Miss Smith 


RESOLUTION FOR 


1966 
SAVE WATER 


Points Of Medicare 


Passage of the act creating Medicare has raised many ques- 
tions about coverage and enrollment from HSS employees with 
parents or relatives age 65 or over. Medicare is a two-part program 
of benefits, effective July 1, 1966. The R & C presents this infor- 
mation for your edification. 


Part A is a basic hospital plan provided free of charge by 
Social Security for all individuals who are 65 years of age or over, 
whether they are employed or not. The following benefits are 
included: 


IN-PATIENT HOSPITAL SERVICES: 

Up to 90 days in each illness. The patient pays for the first 
$40 or covered services for the first 60 days plus $10 a day for the 
61st through the 90th day. Hospital services include all those ordi- 
narily furnished by a hospital to its patients. In-patient psychiatric 
hospital service is included, but there is a lifetime limitation of 
190 days. 


OUT-PATIENT HOSPITAL DIAGNOSTIC SERVICES: 
Patient pays the first $20 and 20 per cent of the balance for 
diagnostic tests given in each 20-day period. 


POST HOSPITAL HOME HEALTH SERVICES: 

Up to 100 visits during an illness by visiting nurses, home 
health aides, and therapists, during the 365-day period following 
discharge from a hospital or extended care facility after a stay of 
at least three days. 


POST HOSPITAL EXTENDED CARE FACILITIES: 
(Effective on January 1, 1967): Up to 100 days in each ill- 
ness. After the first 20 days of care, the patient will pay $5 a day. 


No application for Part A is required for those currently re- 
ceiving Social Security benefits. 


Part B of Medicare is a supplementary medical insurance pro- 
vided to persons age 65 or over who specifically apply for it and 


HSS Basketball Team 
Slaughters Hillside Hospital 


What happened to Hillside, shouldn’t 
happen . . . It was humiliating the way in 
which our masterful team pulverized its 
very first opponent. The final score was 
60 - 2t. This was the first of 9 games to 
be played in the newly created league 
consisting of ourselves, Mt. Sinai, Long 
Island Jewish and Hillside. 


As you can readily see, it looks like an 
unbeatable season for our boys. 


Come out and support your team — 
they will make you proud. Rah! Rah! 
Rah! Next game — 1/6. Check Bulletin 


Boards for details. tors’ Offices. 


Occupational Therapy Raffle 

The raffle recently conducted by the Occu- 
pational Therapy Dept. for a handsome pocket- 
book was won by Miss Lotte Tedesko, Physical 
Therapy Dept. and the necklace was won by 
Miss Bernice McManus of the 3rd floor Doc- 


agree to pay $3 per month. This is matched by an additional $3 
from Federal funds. 


The patient who is insured by Part B will pay the first $50 per 
year and 20 per cent of the cost of listed services. The government 
pays the remaining 80 per cent for the following services: 

¢ Doctor’s services (at home, office, or hospital) 

¢ Services and supplies that are incidental to doctor’s services. 

e Diagnostic X-ray, laboratory tests and other diagnostic tests. 

e Surgical dressings, splints, casts, etc. 

e X-ray, radium and radioactive isotope therapy. 

Rental of wheelchairs, hospital beds, etc. for use in the home. 
e Ambulance service. 


e Artificial arms, legs, eyes, braces, certain other prosthetic 
devices. 


Home health care: up to 100 visits a year by visiting nurses, 
home health aides and therapists (no prior hospitalization 
required). 


Treatment of mental patients outside hospitals up to a total 
of $250. 


We strongly recommend that all individuals who are eligible 
enroll for both Part A and Part B of Medicare. Enrollment appli- 
cations for Part B have been distributed to persons receiving Social 
Security benefits. Those individuals age 65 or over who do not re- 
ceive Social Security checks should enroll promptly for both Part A 
and Part B at their nearest District Social Security Office. Failure to 
enroll during the initial enrollment period which ends March 31, 
1966 will delay benefits availability and may involve increased cost. 


Individuals who are approaching age 65 should contact their 
District Social Security Office concerning their enrollment period | 
for Medicare benefits. Many individuals in this age bracket will | 
soon receive questionnaires from the Federal Government concern- 
ing their intent to enroll for Medicare benefits. It is important that 
all questions be answered “Yes”. 


Since Medicare benefits will not be available until July 1, 
1966, it is important that present health insurance coverage be 
maintained until that date. 
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Dear Mr. Young: 


I wish to take this opportunity to 
express, inmy humble way, my profound thanks 
and appreciation for your skilled, dedicated 
doctors, nurses, nurses' aides and all other 
personnel on your staff, for the wonderful 
treatment and care accorded my brother, 
Daniel, during his long tenure at your 
hospital. 


I would like to add too, that 
Miss Smith, Director of Nurses, is to be 
highly complimented on the dedicated and 
splendid array of nurses, under her 
supervision, which is, of course, a 
commendable reflection on her insistence of 
strict observance to the rules and 
regulations demanded of her profession 
and your hospital. Long may they reign. 


In closing, I feel I would be remiss 
in expressing my gratitude, were I not to 
toss a very deserving accolade toward 
Miss Ryan, your Social Service Director, 
for her kindness and understanding as she 
has been most helpful to us in every way. 


My brother joins me in wishing you 
and your wonderful hospital, continued 
progress and success in all your humanitarian 
endeavors, which to date I know, have been 
legion and successful. 


Again many thanks from both of us. 


Woursstruly, 


Dear Mr. Young: 


Without going into my hospital 
histories, I want to state without 
qualifications that the treatment I received 
at the HSS was simply the most magnificent. 


The warm, friendly, courteous and 
considerate treatments of your entire staff, 
nurses, student nurses and orderlies 
under and including Miss G. Nicholson, 
made my pain and suffering endurable. 


I wish you would convey my thanks to 
Miss Nicholson and her staff for all the 
wonderful services rendered during my stay 
at the HSS. 


Sincerely yours, 


a RR SE OT 


Dear Miss Marella: 


I would like to extend a few words 
of praise in behalf of the excellent nurses 
on the 8th Floor North. 


And at the same time, express my 
appreciation for your kind personal 
interest. 


I've been in other major New York 
Hospitals, but none can touch HSS for 
general excellence. 


Nurses like Misses Deborah Kavanagh, 
Lois Rozowitz and Sue Pi, with whom I had 
daily contact, were simply terrific. 


And I know the first two named are 
graduates of the HSS Nurses' School. 


The Hospital can, indeed, be-proud of these 
girls and the entire 8th Floor North staff. 


My Achilles Heel is coming along fine 
and Dr. Wilson's staff will remove the cast 
in mid-August. Meanwhile I'm learning 
crutches can be fun. 


Sincerely, 


PERSONALLY SPEAKING 


Engagements: We are happy to announce the following: 
Catherine Ann Walsh of the Educational Dept. to Owen McGordy, 
precisely at 4:00 P.M., on November 17th, a witness tells us, 
Catherine received her ring as she was about to leave the hospital. 
Isn’t that romantic! Catherine is looking very happy these days. 
A June wedding is planned. 

Dorothy McKeown, referred to sometimes as Pat, charge nurse on 
7 So., is engaged to Rev. Arthur Brewer of New York City. The 
wedding is to take place in March. 


Marriages: 


John Baer to Toni Wechsler on November 25th, Thanksgiving Day 
in Manhattan, at the home of Toni’s parents. The best man was 
Dr. Dan Baer, John’s brother from Portland, Oregon. Their honey- 
moon was spent in Washington, D.C. and Williamsburg, Va. 


Dr. Harold Scott Strasser to Barbara Lind Vine on Saturday, No- 
vember 27th. The wedding took place in Brookline, Mass. The 
honeymoon, a Caribbean Cruise. 


Sam Fields, a new porter on the 7th floor, was married to Emma 
Johnson on Thanksgiving Day, November 25th. Our very best 
wishes to these happy couples. 


Births: 


Martha and Yepsi Lopez are the proud parents of a bouncing baby 
boy, David Julian, a brother for Alba Cesti, weighing 9 lbs. 1 0z., 
no less. Born on November 25th (Thanksgiving). Yepsi is assistant 
receiving clerk. 


Illness: 


Mr. Joe Shephard, evening Porter on the 4th floor, has been out 
since early November, recuperating from an operation he had at 
New York Hospital. We expect him back very soon. Miss Dorothea 
Boylan, Head Nurse on 8 So., was out for several weeks with one 
of the many viruses, also Miss Veronica Sutcliffe, Asst. Night Su- 
pervisor, succumbed to a virus infection and was off duty for 
several days. Many more of the staff have been absent with colds 
and viruses. Hope everyone will be well enough to enjoy the 
holidays. 


Deaths: 


It is with deep sorrow that we learned of the death of two former 
employees who worked in the Brace Shop. Mrs. Winifred Sherlock 
on November 4th and Mr. Reinhold Mueller on December 13th. 
To their families and friends go our sincerest sympathy. Also our 
sympathy is extended to Dorothea Boylan and her family, whose 
father passed away very suddenly on December 9th. 

It is with deep sorrow we report the death of Mary Ola Brogdon, 
LPN, age 26 years on November 28th. Miss Brogdon married 
John Johnson the previous week at her parents’ home in North 
Carolina, and returned to work looking very happy. In a few days 
she became ill, and was rushed to Unity Hospital in Brooklyn, 
where she died of a kidney condition in a short span of time. 

A beautiful service was held at Bethal Methodist Church in Brook- 
lyn, conducted by her Pastor, Rev. 
Paul Wills. Several of her class- 
mates as well as members of the Staff 
attended. Mary was a graduate of 
HSS School of Practical Nursing and 
was a great credit to the School. She 
was an excellent nurse, with a won- 
derfully cheerful and happy disposi- 
tion. We are all greatly saddened by 
her going and shall miss her very 
much. We extend our sincere sym- 
pathy to her parents, husband and 
other members of the family. 


MARY OLA BROGDON 


Changes and Promotions: 


Miss Marion Grovich, Asst. Head Nurse on 7 No., has transferred 
to the Educational Dept. Dorothy Grzybowski, R.N., is now in 
Recovery Room from 11:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. Mrs. Nancy Dono- 
van has been promoted to Evening Supervisor in the Housekeep- 
ing Dept. Clarence Clarke has been promoted from Clinic to Ac- 
counting, taking Mrs. Leonard’s place. 


Additions: 


Welcome to newcomers and returnees. Eileen Whelan, R.N., Mary 
Lou Embarratto, P.N., Marie Flynn, P.N., Alice Lee, P.N., Dor- 
othya Noeth, P.N., Anne Scanlon, P.N., returning on Staff on night 
duty. Johnetta Haggens and Agnes Faison, N.A.’s on night staff. 


On Nov. 11th, Mrs. Lee Wilson joined the Social Service Staff as 
a case worker on inpatient service. Mrs. Wilson is a graduate of 
McGill University School of Social Service, Montreal, Canada, 


Resigned: 

Barbara Duncanson, N.A., is on Maternity leave. Eliza Popoxsky, 
R.N., has been called home because of illness in the family. Bar- 
bara Dore, Joan O’Riordan have resigned, also Margaret Roby, 
who has been in Social Service for 15 years. All good wishes to her 
from everyone at HSS, where she will be missed. A retirement tea 
was held for Mrs. Carol Leonard of Accounting and Otto Just of 
Physical Therapy Dept. on Nov. 24th. Another retirement tea was 
held on Nov. 30th for Miss Kathryn Marshall from the Accounts 
Payable Department. Kitty, as she was known by most of the staff, 
has been with HSS for 45 years. Her cheerful happy disposition 
won her many friends here and she will be greatly missed. She is 
retiring to the country where she will share a home with her sister | 
and will put her green thumb to work in her garden as soon as 
Spring rears her head. 


Mrs. Mildred Stehlik of Accounting has also retired and has gone 
to live with her daughter in New York City. 


Other News: 


Jean McDonald, R.N., Elsa Schlenker, P.N., Maud Seegars, N.A.., 
and John Daily of Plaster Room, have recently returned from vaca- 
tion. Also Medea Marella just returned from a two week cruise to 
the Virgin Islands. Still looking tanned and healthy, Miss Katharine 
Halsted, Asst. Director of Nurses, recently attended a three day 
A.N.A. Regional Conference in Chicago. She came back with 
some new and interesting ideas on nursing procedures. 


Winter Vacation time is here once again and the Record Room 
crew will be taking off. Gail Petrosky spent some time in Miami 
and returned with a beautiful tan and a toy alligator. Mr. & Mrs. 
Jorge Arellano (Ana) spent some time in Mexico City and Taxco. 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul De Rasmo will be spending the Christmas holi- 
days in Florida with her parents, and Mr. & Mrs. George Rhum 
(Ruth) will be vacationing in sunny Jamaica. 


With mixed emotions we said goodby to Betty Garrett who is home 
awaiting the Stork. Ana Velez will be leaving to live in Puerto Rico 
on the 17th and she is also expecting. Sylvia Del Campo is expect- 
ing the Stork and will be leaving shortly. 


The Record Room Staff will have their annual outing at Patricia 
Murphy’s this year on December 20th. 


Occupational Therapy Dept. wants to thank everyone who helped 
to make their annual Christmas Sale a success. 


MORE TRUTH 
Than Poetry 


Across the street there stands a house; 
There lives a husband and his spouse. 
They have a flock of children — seven. 
And they make home a cozy heaven. 
Thus, one hears laughter, mirth and song. 
Such fun goes on all evening long. 


Now, through a window one can see 

A decorated Christmas tree. 

With many lights it’s like a dream 
From fairyland, it might well seem. 

It is so pretty, graceful, nice. 

(A Christmas tree just takes the prize.) 


The children have just dressed the tree 
And now they sing with joy and glee: 
“Oh, there it stands, the Christmas tree; 
So beautiful, so bright and grand. 

No finer sight our eyes shall see 

On either sea or land.” 


“Each Christmas is a blessed time. 
With everybody happy, gay. 

How fine to hear the churchbells chime 
On holy Christmas day.” 


Mom sent a parcel weeks ago. 

The address was South Viet Nam, — Lo. 
And that is where a son has gone. 

He will be back, with justice done. 

Mom thinks life is a serious game; 

One must go on, though, just the same. 


The children’s voices — sweet and bright 
Come through the calm December night: 
“Silent Night! Holiest Night! 
Darkness flies and all is bright. 
Shepherds hear the Angels sing 
Hallelu-Jah! Hail the King. 
Jesus the Saviour is here. 
Jesus the Saviour is here.” 
... A very merry Christmas 
EINER NIELSEN 
(Retired employee) 


Professionally Speaking 

Dr. Philip D. Wilson and Dr. Lee Ramsay Straub attended 
the recent meeting of the Latin American Society of Orthopaedics 
and Traumatology in Lima, Peru. Dr. Wilson presented a paper on 
“Block Resection for Skeletal Tumor of the Extremities Followed 
by Surgical Reconstruction” and Dr. Straub presented a paper on 
“Surgery of the Rheumatoid Hand, Wrist and Fingers.” 

At the recent 11th International Congress of Rheumatology 
in Mar Del Plata, Argentina, the following doctors from the Hos- 
pital presented papers or took part in symposiums: Dr. Richard 
H. Freyberg, presented a paper on “Gold Treatment as Mainte- 
nance Therapy for Rheumatoid Disease” and participated in a 
Symposium on Rheumatoid Disease; Dr. Lee Ramsay Straub took 
part in a Symposium on Rehabilitation and Orthopaedics; Dr. 
Allan E. Inglis presented a paper on “Tendon Ruptures in the 
Rheumatoid Hand;”’ Dr. Bernard Rogoff presented a paper on 
“Mesenteric Arteritis and Infarction in Rheumatoid Disease,” Dr. 
Paul D. Saville presented a paper on “Osteoporosis and Cortisone,” 
and Dr. Wan Ngo Lim presented a paper on “Carditis in Rheu- 
matic Fever.” 

It has been announced by Cornell Medical Center that Dr. 
William D. Arnold is now Clinical Asst. Professor of Surgery 
(Orthopedics). 


Yankee’s Star 
Visit HSS 


Phil Linz, formerly a short- 
stop for the New York Yank- 
ees and now playing with the 
Phillies, visited the Fifth 
Floor last month. 

While here he signed auto- 
graphs, talked baseball with 
the sports enthusiasts and 
even seemed to interest the 
girls (it is difficult to report 
whether this was because of 
his good looks, or the fact 
that he was a representative 
of the national pastime). 


NEW STAFF MEMBER IN THE DEPARTMENT OF 
COMPARATIVE ORTHOPAEDICS, RESEARCH BLDG. 


Dr. Fernando Figarola began working December 6th with 
Dr. Sten-Erik Olsson in the Department of Comparative Ortho- 
paedics. Dr. Figarolo will be responsible for animal care, the man- 
agement of diseases of the animals, and will also assist in experi- 
mental surgery. 


Dr. Figarola was born in Havana, Cuba, on January 12th, 
1930. He attended the Veterinary Medical School, Havana Uni- 
versity, where he received his degree of Doctor of Veterinary Med- 
icine in 1954, For eight years after graduation Dr. Figarola owned 
and operated a small animal hospital in Havana. Since coming to 
this country four years ago, he has been on the staff of the Re- 
search Laboratory, Brooklyn Hospital. Early this year he passed 
his A.V.M.A. Board Examination. Dr. Figarola is married, has 
two children and lives in West 
New York, New Jersey. With the 
appointment of Dr. Figarola, HSS 
has taken a major step towards 
rendering the best possible care 
to laboratory animals. This is im- 
portant not only for the success 
of our'research projects, but also 
Zz from the standpoint of humane 
animal care. 


“How about some of that T.L.C. I been readin’ about, doll?” 


The Fruit of Our Work 


Dear Mr. Young: 


Though Mrs. has completed the 
enclosed queStionnaire card re her recent 
hospital stay, we both feel we cannot let it 
go at that. I write for her and on behalf of 
others of my family who have had at least 
out-patient care at the hospital. 

In our view the Hospital for Special 
Surgery is in aclass all by itself and 
from every standpoint — medical skill, 
nursing care, accommodations, food, etc. 

Though Mrs. had undergone 
relatively minor surgery, the nurses were 
in and out of her room all day and evening, 
constantly inquiring what they might do 
to make her more comfortable. Without 
recounting experiences in other hospitals, 
let me state that their unfailing 
graciousness was in vivid contrast. 

There is something more, something 
in the air not easily labeled but quickly 
sensed. It is an atmosphere of good cheer — 
for lack of a better word, of sweetness. 

You find it in the admitting office, in the 
business office, on the floors and among the 
personnel from top to bottom. The good= 
natured banter between nursing and medical 
staff and patient — especially the young, 
serious cases — surely must have a 
therapeutic value apart from the 
wholesomeness and decency of it. 

All of this must reflect the quality 
of the direction and guidance at the top — 
on the medical side, from physicians like 
Doctors Straub and Wilson, and on the 
administrative side, from you and your 
associates. 

At the risk of sounding sententious, 
may we say the Hippocratic oath comes alive 
in all of its meaningfulness at the Hospital 
for Special Surgery. 


Sincerely yours, 


Dear Mr. Young: 

On July 20th I was admitted to your 
hospital for surgery, under the care of 
Dr. Philip Wilson and Dr. L. Ramsay Straub. 
Two great men. 

I am prompted to write to you to 
express my gratitude for the fine treatment 
and care that was accorded to me during 
my stay. : 

Having been in other hospitals, asa 
patient, a visitor and as a director of one 
hospital over a period of approximately 
40 years, I believe I am ina position to 
make judgment. 

The staff of residents, nurses, 
the organization, the facilities, and 
general services are superb and leave little 
to be desired. 

You may well be proud of your 
fine institution. 

Sincerely, 


Dear Mr. Young: 

I wish to take this opportunity to 
express my Sincere thanks for the complete 
cooperation, help and courtesies of all your 
nurses, aides, Students and the rest of the 
staff. Including the help in the pool, 
which has done me a world of good. 

For the many weeks I have spent in your 
hospital, I cannot think of anything other 
than very nice things of the hospital 
from the food services to the executive 
department. 


Yours, 


Dear Mr. Young: 

My daughter and I wish to thank you, 
your wife and staff for what you did. 

You were very kind to us visitors. 

You had a lot of responsibility to be 
sure your patients were alright. Yet in those 
hours of the "Blackout" Tuesday, you thought 
of us, by putting us up for the night, and 
making sure we were comfortable. My daughter 
and I would never have gotten home. 

I would also like to thank you for the 
wonderful breakfast. 

I was talking to my husband, Francis 

,» who was hospitalized in Room 641, 
about how nice you were to us. He thought 
that was very nice of you. 

Thank you and may God bless you all. 

Sincerely yours, 


